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When she recovered, the people worshipped her as the
goddess of small-pox, and hung up margosa leaves over
their doors to keep the small-pox away.
Quite a different story about Mariamma was given
me by an Indian Christian, who was told it by his Hindu
father.   According to this legend, Mariamma was the
mother of Parasurama, one of the incarnations of Vishnu,
and wife of Jamadagni, a famous Rishi (Vedic seer).
She was so chaste in mind that she could carry water in
a mass without any vessel, and her wet cloth would fly
up into the air and remain there till it was dry.   One
day,  as she was coming home from bathing, some
of the Gandharvas, or heavenly   singers, flew  over
her, and she saw their reflection in the ball of water
in her hand.    She  could  not   help   admiring  their
beauty; and, through this slight lapse from the perfect
ideal of chastity, she lost her power, the water flowed
down to the ground, and her doth fell from the sky.
So she arrived home with no water and with a wet
doth.   The ELishi questioned her as to the meaning
of   this  and  she   confessed  her  fault.    Her   stern
husband ordered her son Parasurama to take her into
the wilderness  and cut  off her head.    So the son
took his mother away,  but when they came to the
appointed place Mariamma met a Pariah women, and in
her longing for sympathy embraced her in her arms.
So Parasurama cut off both their heads together and
went back in great sorrow.   His father promised him
any reward he chose to ask in return for his obedience;
so Parasorama asked that his mother might be restor-
ed to life.   The father granted his request and gave
him some water in a vessel and a cane, telling him to
put his mother's head on her body, sprinkle the water
on her, and tap her with the cane.   In his eager haste
he put his mother's head on the body of the Pariah
woman and vice vers&% and restored them both to life.
The woman with the Brahman head and Pariah body
afterwards worshipped as Mariamma; while the
witli the Pariah head and Brahman body was
tte goddess YeBamma.   To Yellamma